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IN TttE CLAIMS 

Please replace all claims in the instant application with the listing below 
amending claims 1 , 7, 25, 29, 3 1, 34, 35-36 as follows: 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 



1. (Currently Amended) A lifting sling, said lifting sling comprising: 

a plurality of core fibers forming F ftlsaid lifting sling body; [, said aling body is 
load booring; and ] 

a coating[r said coating io] comprised of at least an isocyanate mixed with an 
amine forming polyurea; said ooating Io oprayed onto ooid plmoliQ^ of aon 
fib e is, said coating is i^jpli e d in pattoms of varying tbiolcnofl se s and looationa 
along longth of aoid aling be ^] 

said coating furfhea- compriBing; 

an initial I^er of said coating that seals said plurality of core fibers from 
eiqiosuceto contaminates;[;] 

a plurality of additional layers [of - ooid coating oro japplied to [ia]areas of 
said lifling sling body subject to high crush and shear forces ; and 
[inoroasing paid coating thiokn e oa and shoor atrsngth, provonting aaid 
plurality' of ooro fibers and oaid ooatinc (irn nngH during nso nf nnit^ lift ing. 
fflinft nnrf nnVi<n i Trii^ | |r npfirnt^nni^i j>yrtp,- ^ ,.f]>^ ^\^ f^ ^ tiT ftfi Tid it l it nhil ify f o r U OQ o f 
sai^^nri ne and odd plurality of oof b fibora,] 
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23 a final splatter layer of said coating [ie]appUed along said lifting sling 

24 body , said final splatter kver creating a rugged textured non-slip grip 

25 exterior surface. 
26 



1 2. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 

2 coating is selected from the group consisting of a polyurea elastomer, or a hybrid 

3 polyurethane — polyurea elastomer, 
4 

1 3 , (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said 

2 coating has an operational temperature range of -40 to 175 degrees Celsius. 
3 

1 4. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said 

2 coating has a tensile strength in the range of up to 6,500 pounds per square inch, an 

3 elongation range of up to 300 percent, and a tear resistance in the range of up to 600 

4 pounds per linear inch, 
5 

1 5, (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 

2 coating includes at least one of the following additives: 



3 

4 i) a catalyst; 

5 ii) a stabilizer; 

6 iii) a pigment; 

7 iv) a fire retardant; 

8 v) a static electricity reducing additive; 

9 vi) an ultraviolet filtering additive; or 
10 vii) a thermal cycling additive* 

11 
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1 6. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1. vtiierein said 

2 plurality of core fibers include at least one of the following: 
3 



4 


0 


nylon; 


5 


ii) 


polyester; 


6 


iii) 


a synthetic fiber; 


7 


iv) 


polypropylene; 


8 


V) 


wire rope; 


9 


vi) 


steel core; 


10 


vii) 


cordage rope; 


11 


viii) 


yam; 


12 


ix) 


NOMAX;- 


13 


X) 


KEVLAR;or 


14 


xi) 


chain. 



15 

1 7, (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said lifting 

2 sling further comprising a safety core [, odd oofoty core is] bonded by said coating 

3 proximate to said ptoality of core fiber s, ends of said safety core are concealetj yy ithin 

4 said coating, [ oaucinp Qoid nnfoty ontto, nnirl r r^ntm^/n n rl nmM plipnii'tj^ r ^ fr^r^ fibero tp be 
^ oubjoctod to the oemo oporational - forQ e o during uao of said lifting oling,] 

6 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 7, wherein said safety 

2 core traverses said lifting sling. 
3 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 7» wherein said safety 

2 core is located, with respect to said plurality of core fibers, in at least one of the following 

3 locations: 
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4 



5 i) seam located; 

6 ii) perimeter located; or 

7 iii) centrally located. 
8 



1 10. (Previously Presented) The lifting sUog in accordance with claim 7, wherein said 

2 safety core is interconnected with at least one of the following: 
3 

4 i) an indicator; or 

5 ii) an electronic system. 
6 



1 11-1 S. (Canceled) 
2 

1 16. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with cUum 1, wherein said 

2 lifting sling further comprising at least one of the following: 
3 

4 i) an indicator secured proximate to said plurality of core fibers; or 

5 ii) an electronic system secured proximate to said plurality of core fibers. 
6 

1 1 7. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 6, wherein said 

2 electronic system further contprising at least one of the following: 
3 

4 i) a microcontroller; 

5 ii) a graphical user inter&cc; 

6 iii) a keypad; 

7 iv) a touch pad; 

8 v) a plurality of general purpose inputs and outputs; 
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9 


vi) 


a safety core interface; 


10 


vii) 


a lifting sling measuremetit and dynamics interface; 


11 


viii) 


an RFE) interface; 


12 


ix) 


an IRDA interface; 


13 


X) 


a transceiver; 


14 


xi) 


a wireless data link; 


15 


xii) 


a LAN interface; 


16 


XUl) 


a WAN interface; 


17 


xiv) 


a serial data link; 


18 


xv) 


a GPS interface; 


19 


xvi) 


a power supply; 


20 


xvu) 


a flash memory; 


21 


xviii) 


a read only memory; 


22 


xix) 


a real time clock; 


23 


XX) 


an EEROM; or 


24 


xxi) 


aNOVRAM. 



25 

1 1 8. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 6, wherein said 

2 indicator or said electronic system indicates operational condition of said lifting sling, 

3 suitability for use of said lifting sling, or security status of an article secured by said 

4 lifting sling. 
5 

1 19-24 (Canceled) 
2 

1 25. (Currently Amended) A lifting sling, said lifting sling comprising: 
2 
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3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 



a plurality of core fibers forming Fal said lifting sling bodyi [, Boid oling body is 
load boorio gt] 

a coating b said coating in] comprised of at least an isocyanate mixed with an 
aadoff forming polyureai [ ? said coating io diopoood onto sold plurality of oor o 
fibers, said coating io applied in patt e rns of varying tbioknoasos - and looati oas- 
ftlong l e ngth of aoid oUng body ?] 

an electronic system se cured bv said coating proximate to said plurality of core 
fibers: 

said coating fiirther comtirisine: 

an initial layer of said coating ^ seals said plurality of cons fibers finm 
exposure to contaimnate3i[;] 

a plurality of additional layers [of oaid coating ar ejapplied to [i»]areas of 
said lifting sling body subject to high crush and shear forces ; and 
[inor e aaing oaid ooating thioknoaa and ohooj Btrongth, pr e v e nting (m i- 
plurality of ooro fiborg and ooid coating domag a during uoo of s a id lifting - 
s ling, and aohi e ving op o rational - prop e rti e o that oxtond suitflbilili}' for uoo of 
oaid coating and Hoid plurality of cor e fiboro,] 

a final splatter layer of said coating Ittjapplied along said liiiany sling 
body, said final splatter laver creating a rugged textured non-slip grip 
exterior surface^ [, paid oooting thicknosa e a and loootionfl olong length 
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29 said sling body ore oolootod boaod in part on op e rating oonditionfl of said 

30 Idftine slixig; and 
31 

32 (^el e ctronio pyotem Qoourod by s aid ooating proMmato to paid pIuiQlit>^ of ooro 

33 fib e ia, wh e roin by way of Aaid -e l e otronio oyotom aoid lifting sling data 

34 communioateQ wiih g plurality of data proooofling do\ices or a plurolit^^ of global 

35 n e twork boQod data procoaoing roQOXitoos.] 
36 



1 26. (Previouflly Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 25, further 

2 comprising a cov^, said cover being fitted around said plurality of core fibera^ said cover 

3 is coated with said coating. 
4 

1 27. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 25, further 

2 comprising a cover* said cover being fitted around said plurality of core fibers, said cover 

3 is coated and secured into position with said coating. 
4 

1 28. (Canceled) 
2 

1 29. (Currently Amended) A lifting sling, said lifting sling comprising: 
2 



3 a plurality of core fibers forming fe lsaid lifting sling body; [i ; said sling body io 

4 load bearing ; ond] 
5 

6 a coating [, said ooatiag mat e rial io] comprised of at least an isocyanate mixed with 

7 an amine forming polyurea; [, said ooating ig disposed onto add plujalit y ^ of cor e 
^ fib e ro, oaid ooating io applied in patt e mo of varying thickn e ag e a and looationg 

9 a long l e ngth of ooid sling body,] 
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10 

11 said liftinfi sliniy further comprising at least one of the foliQwiag: 

12 

13 i) an indicator secured hv said coating proximate to said plurality of 

14 core fibers: or 

15 ii) an electronic system secured by said coating proxinaate to said 

16 pluraUty of cQr<? ftt^^s; 
17 

18 said coatiag further comprising: 

19 

20 an initial layer of said coating tiigt seals said plurality of core fibers from 

2 1 esqsosure to contaminates;!,] 
22 

23 a plurality of additional layers [of aoid coating or e j applied in areas of said 

24 lifting sling body subject to high crush and shear force s: and [inoreafling 

25 s cdd coating thioknooo and s h e ar str e ngth^ pr e v e nting omd plurality of core ■ 

26 fibom end Gaid coating damage during uoo of said lifting sling, - m d- 

27 ft i^ e ving op e mtionol proportio s that e xtend auitability for uoo of said 

28 coating and said plurolit}^ of core fibers J 
29 

30 a final splatter layer of said coating [kjapplied along said lifting sling 

3 1 bod v> said final splatter laver creating a rugged textured non-slip grip 

32 exterior surface; [> said ooating thiolcnosGOS and loeationo along length of 

33 said oling body ore sel e cted boned in port on oporating oonditiono of soid 

34 lifting oling} 
35 

36 said lifting oling furth e r oompriaing at least one of tiae foUowing f 

37 
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ss i) nn inrliontf r r 'iftfinrftfl hy mid nnntinj; rroid m nto t o oni d pli i rdit } * o f c o r e 

39 fiberoi or 

40 ii) an e l e otronio oygtom seour e d by oaid coatlog proximat e to oaid plurolity^ 

41 of ooro fibers;] 
42 

43 wherein said indicator or said electronic system indicates operational condition of 

44 said lifting sling, suitability for use of said lifting sliitg, or security status of an 

45 article secured by said lifting sling. 
46 



1 30. (Canceled) 
2 

1 3L (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 29, wherein said 

2 lifting sling further comprising a safety core [, odd oofoty ooro is] bonded by said coating 

3 proximate to said plurality of core fibers , ends of said safety cor^ are concealed within 

5 aubj e oted to the some op e rational foroos during uoo of sold lifting ali agr] 
6 

1 32. (Canceled) 
2 

1 33. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, further 

2 comprising a cover, said cover being fitted around said plurality of core fibers^ said cover 

3 is coated with said coating. 
4 

1 34. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein single- 

2 core said lifting sling body is formed by full seaming said plurality of core fibers with 

3 said coating and multi-core said lifting sling body is formed by partial seaming said 

4 plurality ofcore fibers with said coating. 
5 



PA6E11/23'RCVDATS/17/2009 7:07:02 PM [Eastern Dayip 



MAY-1 7-2009 SUN 06:53 PM FROM:KOLLS 



FAX: 67841 74999 



PAGE 12 



DCARML-OIO -11- 

1 35. (Currently Amended) The liftmg sling in accordance with claim 25, wherein single- 

2 core said lifting sling body is formed by full seaming said plurality of core fibers with 

3 said coating and multi-core said lifting sling body is fomied by partial seaming said 

4 plurality of core fibers with said coating. 
5 

1 36. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 29, wherein single- 

2 core said lifting sling body is formed by full seaming said plurality of core fibers with 

3 said coating and multi-core said lifting sling body is formed by partial seaming said 

4 plurality of core fibers with said coating. 
5 

1 37. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, further 

2 comprising a cover, said cover behig fitted around said plurality of core fibers, said cover 

3 is coated and secured into position with said coating. 
4 

1 38* (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 29, further 

2 comprising a cover, said cover bemg fitted around said plurality of core fibers, said cover 

3 is coated with said coating. 
4 
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